A rare case of recurrent vasodepressive attacks of 2-hours duration: analysis of the mechanism by muscle sympathetic nerve activity recording.
Muscle sympathetic nerve activity was recorded in a 57-year-old male patient suffering from severe hypotensive attacks with bradycardia for 10 years. Continuous blood pressure recording demonstrated frequent drastic falls in pressure. Disappearance and reappearance of muscle sympathetic nerve activity coincided with the onset and termination of attacks. Awakening from sleep or emotional and/or cardiovascular stress seems to trigger hypotension. Cardiac pacemaker was not useful in limiting the attack, because right ventricular pacing caused abrupt falls in both blood pressure and heart rate.